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FAITH. 


ROE I « 5 T , I believe, That nothing is 
F*.» 2 without beginning but God,” no 
SY ©) p Nature, .no Matter, 'no Spirit, 
—DISED- no effence, but one onely,and the 
Dec ſame God: Thar God, as he is E- 

-rernall , Almightie, onely wiſe, 


 : \ 


| onely good in his Nature, ſo he 
is Eternally Father, Sonne, and Holy Spirit, in three 


perſons. 


tharGod is ſoholy, pure, and zealous, 


that it isimpoſſible forhbim to be pleaſed in any crea- 
ture, thooughthe worke of his owne hands, ſo that 


. neither Angell; Man, nor Worldcould ſtand, or can 
ſtand one momentin hiseyes,without beholdiog the 
ſame in the face of a Mediator: And therefore that 
before him with whom 811 things are preſenr'the lamb 
of God wasflaine before alf worlds5-withoiit which 
| A 2 erernail. 


WG-1 
*rernall Counſell of God it was impoſlible for himto 
have deſcended to any worke of Creation, but ſhould 
have enjoyed the bleſſed and: individuall ſocietie . of 
thethree perſons in the God-head onely forever, bur 
that out of his ecernall and ' infinite goodnefſe and 
love, purpoſing tobecomea Creator , and to com- 
municate with his Creatures, that ſo in the perſon 
of the Mediator, the true Ladder might bee fixed, 
whereby God might deſcend to his Creaturts., and 
his Creatares might aſcendro God x ſo that God by 
the reconcilement of a Mediator, turning his-Conn- 
renance towards his Creatures, though not in the - 
ame height, anddegree, made way unto the diſpo- 
'Grion of his moſthovly and ſacred will , whereby ſome - 
of his Creatures might ſtand, and keep their eſtates, 
others mightfall, and be reſtored pnto-their eſtares, 
but yetremaine in being, thowgh under wrath, -and 
corruption, allin the yertue.of a Mediator, | which 
is the great myſterie , andperfe& Center of - Gods: 
wayes unto his Creatures," and unto which all his 
other Workes and Wondets-dae but ſerve. and-re- 
ferre.. apt! Weafibs bet w 
 Thathee choſeaccording to hispleaſure mantobe 
that Creature to whoſe Nature the eternall Sonne of 
God ſhould beunited,, and amongſt the generations 
of men hee eleted a ſmall flock in whom by the 
participation .of himſelfe he purpoſed to:expreſſe the 
Rayes of his Glorie, all the miniſtration. of. An- 
gels, damnation, of -Devills and Reprobates, .uni- 
verſall adminiſtration of all-Creatures, and difpen- 
fation of all times , have no other ends bur -as. the 
waics and Ambages of Godto-he. further glorified 
in 


3)" 
in his ſaints who are one with the Mediatour, . who is 
enewith God.. | 
That by the vertue of God his Ecernall Connſell- 
touching a Mediator, he deſcended at his owne good 
pleafure 5-and according to the times, and ſeaſons to 
himſelfe beſt knowne to became a _Creatour, andby 
his eternall word created all things, andby his exer- 
nall ſpiritdoth comfort, and preſerye them, 
That hee: madeall things in: their firſt eſtate good, 
and removed from himſelte leaving.the beginning of 
all evill, and vanitie unto the liberty of the creature,, 
bac reſerving in himſelfethe beginning of all reſtitu- 
non 9 and eames Foe Grace uſing: neverthe- 
lefſe, and turning the-fulling,, and defection of the 
Creature,which to hispreſcience waseternally known, 
ro make a wayto hiseternall Counſell coaching a Me- 
diatour,& the work he purpoſed to accompliſhinhim. - 
That God created Spirits, - whereof ſome kept their - 
ſtandings , and others fell , he- created. heaven, and 
earth , and all theiy Armies and Generations, . and - 
gaveuntorhem-conſtant and everlaſting laws,whichwe 
 callnature which is nothing but the laws ofthe Crea- 
tion, which jſawsnevertheleſſe have had three changes, 
or times-. and are to have their fourth and laſt. 
The firſt, when the matter of Heaven and Earth.was + 
creared without forme. | OED 
The ſecond, by the Interim of every days worke. . 
The third, by the carſe which notwithſtanding was 
nonew Creation,,. but.a pivation of part of che firſt + 
_ Creation. 4 ok gf 
And the fourth and- laſt,” at the end.of the _ : 
ee 
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.-the manner whereof is not yer revealed. So as the 
-Lawes of nature which now retmaine, and governe 
inviolably till the end of the world begantobe in force 
when God reſted from his worke,and ceaſed to create, 
| butreceayed a reyocation in part by the curſe fince 
which time they change not. 
That notwithſtanding God hath reſted from crea- 
ting ſince chefirſt$abborh,yer neverthelefſec he doth ac- 
compliſh, and fulfill his divine will in all things, great 
and ſmall, generall, and particular, as fully , and 
exattlyby providence as heconld doe by miracle, and 
-new.Creatjon,, though his working bee not-inimedi- 
ate, anddireQ,but by compaſſe, nor violating nature 
which is his owne Lawe his Creatures. 
That as ar the firſt the ſonle of man was nor produ- 
ced of heaven, orearth, but was breathed immedi- 
atly from God, ſo rhat the wayes, and proceedings 
of God with Spirits are not includedin nature that is 
in the lawes of heayen or earth, but arcreſerved to 
"the lawe of his ſecret will, and grace whereby God 
worketh ſtill, and reſtethnorfrom the worke of Cre- 
ation , as he doth/from the worke of Redemption, | 
but continueth working to the end ofthe world, at 
what time alſo that work ſhalbe accompliſhed, and 
aneternall Sabboth ſhall enſue. | 
Likewiſe 'that whenſoever Gad doth breake the 
-Jaws of nature by miracles (which -ever are new Crea- 
tions) henever commeth ro that point, orpaſfe, but 
-he hath regard cothe work of Redemption which is 
.the greater, and whereuntaall Gods Saints and Mar- 
tyrsdoerefer. ; | 
That 


(5) 
That God created man in his own Image, or 
likeneffe, in a reaſonable ſonle in innoceticie, 
and ſoveraignty , that he gave him a law and 
command which was in his power to keep, bue 
| he keprirnor.. | 
That man medea roraltdefe&ion from God, 
eſuming roimagine that the lawes, and pro- 
ibirions of God -were not the rules of g950d, . 
and evill, but chat good and evill had their ptin- 
les, and beginnings , and Juſted afrer the 
knowledg of thoſe imaginary beginnings to the-. 
end to depend no more npon Gods will re- 
yealed, but upon himfſelfe and his owne lighe as- 
a God, then the which there could not be afin - 
more oppoſite torhe law of God. ij 
Thar yer neverthelefſe this great ſin was not” 
originally. moved by the malice ofman, bar 
was inſinoared by the Inſtigarion, and ſaggelti-- 
on of the Devill, who was he firſt defetted crea-- 
ture, and fell of malice, and not by remprati-- 
ON. | 
That on the fall of man, death; and vani- 
ty entered by the Juſtice of God, and the b- 
mage of God in man was defaced, . and Hea- 
venand Facth which were made for mans uſe, 
were ſubdued to corruption by his fall, bae 
thenthar inſtantly, . and withonr intermiſſion of - 
rime afrer the word of godslaw,becauſe rhrogh 
the fall of man fruſtrare as to obedience there : 
ſucceeded rhegreater word of the promile, __ 
che® 
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- the righteouſnefſe of God might be made, and 
+ wrought by faith. © 

- . That aſwell che word of God as the word of 
- his promiſe endure the ſame for eyer, bur that 
they have beene revealed in ſeyerall manners ac- 
. cording to the diſpenſation of times, forche 
' Law was firſt imprintedin that remnant of lighe = 
ofnature which was {ft after che fall beeing (uf- 
- ficient toacculſe,it was more manifeſtly exprefſed 
in the written Lawes, it was yet more opened 
by the Prophers;Andlaſtly expreſſedin the true 
perfection of the Son. of God, the great Pro- 
pher,and perfe&t Interpreter efthe Law. 

Thar likewiſe the word of the promiſe was 
manifeſted , and-revealed firſt by immediate 
Reyelation and Infpiration., after by figures 
_ which-were of twanatures, the one the rights 
- and Ceremonies of the. Lawe , the other the 
- continuall hiſtories of the old world,and Church 
of the Jewes, which thoughit bee literally true, 


- + yet it1s pregnant ofa perperuall Allegorie, and 


a ſhadow of the worke of Redemprion , Which 
was to follow , the ſame promiſe, or Eyan- 
-gell was more clearely revealed, and expreſſed 
by the Prophets, thanby the Sonne !liimſelfe, 
and laftly by the Holy Ghoſt , which illumi- 
nateth the CHVvARCH to theend of the 
world. 
That in the fullneſſe of time according tothe 


- .. promiſe, and oath of G o Þ, ofa choſen'line- 


age 


, (7) 
age deſcended the blefled feed 'of the Wo- 
man ( Jeſus 'Chriſt, rhe onely begotten Son 
of Go D) and Saviour of the World, whe 
was Conceived by the Power, and over- 
ſhadowing of the Holy Ghoſt, and tookflefh of 
 theVirigin MAKIE. | 
That the Word did not onely take fleſh, 
or was joyned to fleſh, thongh without con- 
confufion of Subſtance, .or Nature, ſo as the 
Ecernall Scnne of God, and eyer blefſed 
Sonne of Mary was one perſon, ſo one as 
the blefſed Virgin may bee truely and Catho- 
likely called Dez pars , the Mether of GOD, 
ſoone, as there 1s no unitie in univyerſall Na- 
ture, not that of the ſoule and bodie of man 
ſo perfe&, tor the three Heavenly Unities, 
whereof thar is the ſecond, exceedeth all na- 
turall Vniries, thar is the unitie of the three 
perſons in the God-head, the Vninie of God 
and Man in Chriſt, and che uninie of Chriſt 
in the Church $ the HolyGhoſt being the wor- 
ker of both rheſe lacter unities : by the 
Holy Ghoſt was Chriſt regenerate in the fleſh, 
and by the Holy Ghoſt is man regenerate and 
quickned in the Spirit.- 

That Jzs us, the Lord, became in the 
Fleſh a Sacrificer, and a Sacrifice for finne, 
a ſfatisfaftion and price to the juſtice of God, 


a Meriter of Glorie, and of the Kingdome, 
a patterne of all Righteouſneſſe, a ae + 
B 


a, 


| (8) | 
of the Word , which himfelfe was 4 fini- 
ſher of 'the Ceretnonies, a Corner ſtone, to 
remove the feparatien beeweene Jew and 
Gentile 3 an Inmtercefion for che Charch ; 
a Lord of Nature in his Miracks : @« Con- 
queror of death, and the: power of Dark- 
nefſe -in his Reſnurreftion , and that hee ful- 
filled the whole Counſel of G O D perfor- 
med his whole facred Ofhce , and anOyntipg 
pon Earth , and accompliſhed the whole 
worke of Redemption, and Reſtitution of 
man to a ſtateſuperiour to the Angels, where 
che ftate of his Creation was inferiour, and 
reconciled, and eſtabliſhed all things according 
to the will of the Father. | 
That in rhe fulneſſe of time, ]JEsus the 
Lord was borne, in the dayes: of Herod, and 
ſuffered 'under '*he Government of Fontive 
Pilate, being Deputic .of the Romans, aud 
under the High Priefi-hood of Cepher, and 
was betrayed by Jades, ons of the twelve 
Apoſtles, and was Crudified at Hierwſalwr, 
and-dyed after a true and natyrall dearh, and 
His Body layed in the Sepulcher., the third 
day Hee raiſed Himſelfe from- the Bonds 
of Death , and aroſe, and ſhewed Himſelfe 
tro many- choſen Witneſſes , by the ſpace of 
divers dayes ; and in the end of thoſe dayes 
in the fight of many He aſcended into Hea- 
. ven, Where Hee continueth his Nag l 
i0n, 
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(9) 
cefſion , and fhall come in His: appoynted 
time in greateſt Glorie for to judge the 
World. | 

That the ſufferings and Merirs of Chriſt 
as they are ſufficient to doe away the ſinney 
of the whole World, fo they are efftettuall 
to ſuch as are Regenerate by the Holy Ghoſt, 
who breatheth where Hee liſterty of free 
Grace z which Grace, as a Seed incorrup- . 
tible , quickneth the ſpirit of Man, and 
conceiveth him a new the ſonne of Go 2, 
and a member of CnmnatsT, fo thac 
Cunn1isT having Mans fleſh, and Man 
having CHA15s TS Spirit, there is an 
open paſſage, and Impuration whereby fine 
and wrath is con from Man to- Chriſt, 
and Merit and Life is conveyed from: Chriſt 
to 'Man, which Seed of the Holy: Ghoſt 
firſt figureth: in vs the Image of Cy xrsr 
Naine , or Crucified in us in a'Holy b aith, 
and then reneweth in us the Image of God 
in Holinefſe and Righteouſneſſe, though 
both imperfetly, and m degrees farre: dif 
fering even in Gops Ele, as well. in 
regard of the office of the Spirit , as. the 
Hlaminarion ; which is more or lefſe in a 
aye; rtion., as namely in-the: Church 

re CHELST, which: neverthelefſe 
was opartaker of one and the ſame falyation 


Ba That 
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Thar: the worke of: che Spirie, though 
it bee not tryed: to 2ny meanes m Heaven, 
or in-Earth, yet ic is ordinarily diſpenſed by 
the preaching of the Word , and. adminiſtra- 
tion of the-Sacraments, the Covenants of 
the Fathzrs npon the, Children, Prayers, 
Reading, the Cenſures of the Church, the 
ſociety of the godly, the crofſe and afflidti- 
ons, Gods henefirs, his judgements upon o- 
chers, his great Miracles, the Contemplati- 
on of his Creatures, all which. { though ſome 
bee more principall) God uſeth as the meanes 
. of Vocation- and Conyerlion of his Elec, 
not derogating from his power-to-call imme- 
diately . his grace, and at all -hoares, and mo- 
ments. of the day, thatis, of mans life, accor- 


ding to his good pleaſure. 


Thatthe Word of God, by which his Will 
1s revealed; continned in reyelation and tradi- 
rion, untill Moſes, and that the Scriptures were 
_ from Moſes time untill the time of the Apoſtles, 
and Evangeliſts, inwhoſe age, after the'com- 
ming of the Holy Ghoſt, the ſearcher of all 
treuh , the Booke of rhe Scriptures is ſhnt ap, 
and cloſed,and cannot receive any new addition, 
and that the Church hath no- power after che 
Scriptures toxeach or command any. thing con- 
crarie tothe written Word ;. but is as the Arke 
wherein the Tables of.che firſt Teſtament were 
kept and preſerved; Thar is to ſay, the Church 
hath onely the cuſtody and deliverie over of the 

Scriptures. 
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Scriptures committed unto the ſame together 
with the Interpretation of them ; that chercis 
an Vniverſall, or Catholique Church of G o b© 
diſperſed over the face of the Earth, which is 
Chriſts Spouſe, and Chriſts body beeing gathe- 
red of the Fathers of the old world of the 
Church ofthe 7ewes , of the ſpirits of the faith- 
full diffolved , of the ſpirirs of the faithfull mi- 
htant,and of the Names yerco bee borne, which 
are already written. n th! Booke of Life, 

That there isalſoa viſible Church diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the outward workesof G o Ds Covenant, 
and the renewing of che holy doCtrine with the 
uſe of the myſteries of G © Þ,, and the Invoca- 
tion, and Sandtfication of his holy name : that 
there is alſo an holy ſicceſſion in the Prophets of 
the new Teſtament , and the Fathers of the 
Church from the time of the Apoſtles , and 
Diſciples, which ſaw our Saviour in the fleſh, 
unto the Conſummation of the worke of the 

Miniſterie, which perſons are called of G o by 
_ gifror Inward anoynting, and the yvecation of 
G o Dfollowtd by arf ontward calling , and or- 
dination ofthe Church:.I belceye that the ſoules 
of thoſe rhat dye in the Lord are blefſed and reſt 
from their labours,& enjoy the ſight of God yer 
ſo as they are in farther ex peCation of their 
glory in thelaſt day,at which time all leſhofman 
ſhall ariſe , and bechannged, and ſhall appeare 
and receaye from Teſus Chriſt eternall judgment, 
B. 3 and : 


(12) 
and the glory cf the Saints (hall then bee tall, 
and the Kingdome ſhall begiven co Ged the Fa» 
ther , from which timeall things ſhall concinye 
for ever in thar beeing , and-eſtate' which then 
they ſhall receive ; ſo there are ehree cies, if 
times they may bee called, . or parts of Eter. 


The firſt, the time before Beginning, when 
the God-head was without the being of any 
Creature. | 

The ſecond, the time of the Myſterie, which 
continyerh from the "Creation ro the Difſaly- 
tion of the world. | 

And the third, the time of the Revelation 
of the Saints of God ; which time is:the laſt, 
and is everlaſting without change. 


FAINKS. 


